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8th of August, Sir Henry said, "Most heartily I
recommend unto you my wife, myself and my boy,
and I beseech you recommend me fiumbly to my
lady your wife " ; and that letter was crossed by one
which Cecil addressed to Sir Henry from Court on
the gth of August, and in which he sent his compli-
ments to Lady Sidney and " the darling Philip."
"The darling Philip" remained with his father till
the end of the month, when the Lord Deputy started
for Ireland. Another letter from Cecil, written in a
playful mood, on the 3d of September, followed Sir
Henry across the Channel "There is one thing
that is heavy for you to bear," he said, " considering
you have therein offended many. You carried away
your son and my scholar from Oxford, not only from
his books, but from the commodity to have been
seen of my lords, his uncles, and to have been
approved by me, and to have pleasured both me
and my wife. I think, indeed, either you forgot the
Queen's progress to be so near Oxford, or else you
have some matter of necessity to allege for your
taking him from Oxford, and for your detaining him
so long in wild Wales/'

As he was not to see his father again for more
than two years, there was good reason for Philip's
being detained three weeks or so in Wales, or rather
in Shropshire, and there was doubtless more whole-
some pleasure for him in this holiday than he would
have found in the bustle of Queen Elizabeth's " pro-
gress " in August, 1571, which included visits to Lord
Grey of Wilton, a friend of the Sidneys, at Whad-
don, and to Earl Pomfret, another friend of the